Please read the scenario, indicate your response to each question by highlighting a number on the scale.
• Imagine that you feel bad like you have the flu. Suppose that your doctor believes that you have a particularly bad cold which will go away in a few days and which cannot be cured with drugs. However, she is aware of research that has shown that that she can make you feel better by giving you a sugarpill. This pill looks like a normal drug, but it is made of sugar and does not contain any medically active ingredients (it also contains very few calories). The sugar pill is likely to make you feel better, not because of anything in the pill, but rather because you believe that taking a pill will help. The doctor believes that the healing effect of the sugar pill would be strongest if you believe that the pill she is giving you is a real drug (and not a sugar pill) containing active ingredients which would fight the virus causing your symptoms.
To what it extent would it be permissible for the physician to act in each of the following ways:
3. Give you the sugar pill and say to you, truthfully, "I believe that this pill will help you feel better because it has helped other people in your condition feel better", but omit to tell you that the pill is a sugar pill and will not help to fight the virus which is causing your symptoms?
4. b) Give you the sugar pill and say to you, falsely, "I am giving you a drug that will fight the virus that is causing your symptoms"? 5. Not give you the sugar pill, and tell you, truthfully, "Unfortunately, there are no drugs that can fight the virus that is causing your symptoms, but you should get better in few days time"? Acceptable n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j
• A married couple bring their son to doctors with an abnormality. During their investigations, the doctors find that the child could not be the son of the man (the husband of the child's mother). He believes he is the genetic father.
6. In your view, how ethically permissible would it be for the doctor to choose to do each of the following: n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j
• Patients often complain of shoulder pain. If pain persists despite physiotherapy and injections, then surgeons can perform an "arthroscopy" (inserting a flexible telescope into the shoulder) and remove small bone fragments in an attempt to relieve pain. The surgery appears effective at relieving pain. However, some doctors believe this is not due to the removal of the bone fragments, but due the attention the patient receives, the rest and the physiotherapy they receive afterwards. They argue that patients might be being exposed to unnecessary risks of surgery and anaesthesia. They propose to settle whether the surgery works or if it is related to other factors. They propose a clinical trial where patients are divided into 2 groups. Both will receive all parts of the care plan but half will have the arthroscopy without removal of the bone fragment. That is, they will have an incision and an arthroscopy, but nothing will be done unless a more specific abnormality is seen. If a person agrees to take part, a coin will be tossed to decide which treatment the patient will receive.
7. In your view, to what extent do you believe that it would be acceptable for patients be allowed to participate in such a trial?
8. Imagine that the above trial will be better able to answer the question of whether removal of the bone fragment is necessary if patients believe that they are receiving full surgery, including removal of bone fragments, even if in fact they are not receiving any
surgery. To what extent would it be acceptable for doctors to be allowed to deceive patients in the trial so that they believe they will be getting the full surgical procedure when they will not be getting it? • An 85 year old woman is diagnosed with terminal cancer. Her family says to doctors that she would not want to know that she has cancer. They ask doctors not to reveal her diagnosis and the fact that she will die in a matter of weeks. They say she would not be able to cope with knowing this information.
9. In your view, how ethically acceptable would it be for the doctor to: n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j
Imagine that you have experienced considerable pain in your neck for a few years. After examining you, your doctor understands what is physically wrong with your neck, but knows that she cannot do anything to change it. However, she believes that she can get rid of the pain by getting you to take sugar pills once a week for the next few months. These pills look like normal drugs, but they are actually made of sugar and do not contain any medically active ingredients. However, the doctor is aware of research which suggests that if you take the sugarpill believing that it is a real medically active drug, then the sugar pill can help take away the pain caused by the problem in your neck. The doctor believes that the healing effect of the sugar pill would be strongest if you believe that the pill she is giving you is a real drug containing active ingredients.
To what it extent would it be acceptable for the doctor to act in the following ways:
10. Give you the sugar pill and say to you, truthfully, "I believe that this pill will help you feel better because it has helped other people in your condition feel better", but omit to tell you that the pill is a sugar pill and will not help to fix what is physically wrong with your neck?, 11. Give you the sugar pill and say to you, falsely, "I am giving you a drug that will fix the problem in your neck that is causing your symptoms"?
12. Not give you the sugar pill, and tell you, truthfully, "Unfortunately, there are no drugs that can fix the problem with your neck that is causing your symptoms; you will have to learn to live with it"? • A married couple bring their son to doctors with an abnormality. During their investigations, the doctors find that the child could not be the son of the man (the husband of the child's mother). He believes he is the genetic father.Suppose that the man asked doctors whether they could tell whether the boy is his son.
13. In your view, how ethically acceptable would it be for the doctor to do only the following : n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j A 50 year old man develops increasing weakness. His doctor performs tests and realises that the patient has a terrible fatal disease motor neurone disease (Lou Gehrig's disease). He will become weaker and weaker over a period of a year to a few years, and will eventually be unable to move or swallow. He will then need to be fed by a tube. Finally he will be unable to breathe and will die unless placed on a breathing machine.
14. In your view, how ethically acceptable would it be for the doctor to do the following: n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j
Imagine you go to a doctor with a sore throat which is causing you a great deal of pain. It is late in the afternoon, and the doctor wants to go home. After asking you a couple of questions, the doctor gives you a packet of sugar pills and tells you that they should cure your symptoms. He does not believe that the pills will significantly help you, but he knows that they will not harm you; it will also allow him to finish the consultation early.
15. In your view, how ethically acceptable would it be for the doctor to tell you this and give you a sugar pill? Studies have shown that up to 20% of children are not the child of the man in the family who believes he is the genetic father. In addition, in some rare cases "baby mix ups" can occur in hospital or during IVF.
16. Do you think that all children should be given paternity testing soon after birth and the "father" informed of the result? A patient presents with a skin condition that the doctor believes is the result of anxiety. The doctor could prescribe a steroid cream, which has negative side effects, or a moisturizer that contains no medically active ingredients. If the doctor prescribes the moisturizer, the doctor believes that the patient will not experience any negative side effects, and that the skin condition will probably soon stop naturally.
In your view, how ethically acceptable would it be for the doctor to:
18. Prescribe the moisturizer, tell the patient that she is being prescribed moisturizer, and see if the condition goes away. Suppose that the husband of your close friend Jane told you that he had a secret romantic involvement with another woman four years ago but would never want to do so again, since his marriage means so much to him. On a night out with Jane she mentions that she was worried about her marriage four years ago. Jane goes on to say that her marriage is immensely important to her and that if her husband was ever unfaithful it would destroy the marriage because she would never be able to trust him again. She asks whether you've ever heard anything to suggest her husband isn't faithful.
Prescribe the moisturizer tell
22. Should you tell Jane that her husband had an affair?
General Moral Attitudes Imagine a runaway trolley is heading down the tracks toward five workmen who will be killed if the trolley proceeds on its present course. You are on a footbridge over the tracks, in between the approaching trolley and the five workmen. Next to you on this footbridge is a stranger who happens to be very large. The only way to save the lives of the five workmen is to push this stranger off the bridge and onto the tracks below where his large body will stop the trolley. The stranger will die if you do this, but the five workmen will be saved.
23. Should you push the stranger on to the tracks in order to save the five workmen? n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j n m l k j
